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of a free country which, in other circumstances, have
already had the glory of placing above every con-
sideration of private interests or national rivalry the
great principles of civilisation and free trade."
One cannot help but be amazed at the effective
manner in which this Frenchman, this foreigner, almost
single-handed had won sober and conservative Britain
to his back. He had come to these islands two years
before with a few introductions and knowing hardly a
soul. Handicapped by his nationality and his slight
knowledge of the language, and faced with the most
powerful and active hostility in high places, the scoffing
of men of science and the jeers of the Press, he had
in this period completely turned the tables. If an
Englishman had brought about this revolution it would
have been a phenomenal achievement; for an alien it
was hardly less than miraculous. By brilliant general-
ship, the fervour of a revivalist, and the quintessence of
diplomacy, he had routed the scientists, converted the
Press, enlisted the industrialists, and roused the whole
nation behind him. His campaign had been conducted
with masterly skill. His energy was prodigious: his
faith fanatical. Step by step he had proceeded,
admitting no discouragement, supported by the
righteousness and humanity of his cause, using every
setback to consolidate his position for a further drive
forward. A lesser man would have been daunted by
the formidable odds against him, and have long ago
given up the struggle. But not De Lesseps. On he
went, winning great victories of the mind and spirit.
It is an epic story. Now he had organised his forces.
No longer did he stand alone. He was the spearhead